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February 2009
Newsletter

Galena Dates
The following are Village Council

and committee meeting dates as well
as other local events. Village
meetings are open to the public and
are at 7 p.m. in the basement of the
Municipal Building, 9 W. Columbus
St., unless otherwise stated.
Feb. 2 1ST Quarter Sewer Bills

Sent Out
Feb. 6 Trash Day
Feb. 11 Zoning & Planning

Commission
Feb. 13, 20 Trash Days
Feb. 23 Council Meeting
Feb. 27 Trash Day

Galena Recognizes
Eagle Scout  

Boy Scout Troop 300 Leader Jim Irwin
(left) joins Mayor Tom Hopper in
recognizing Zach Wagner with a Mayor’s
Proclamation on earing his Eagle Scout
award. Wagner refurbished the Big Walnut
Elementary Land Lab as his Eagle Scout
project. He is a member of Boy Scout
Troop 300 based at the Galena United
Methodist Church.

Bicentennial Plans
Greater Galena Civic Association

(GGCA) leaders Jane White and Travis
Eiffert made a presentation to Village
Council at their January meeting about
plans the group is making to celebrate
Galena’s Bicentennial this year. The
GGCA hopes to have a celebration on
August 29 that would include a Jazz and
Blues Fest with a beer tent on the
square. The event may include an Artists
Alley and historical horse and carriage
tours of the Village.

New Trash Service
The Village signed an exclusive three-

year contract with Big-O Refuse for
residential trash and recycling services.
Residents need to call Big-O at 1-888-
924-BIGO (2446) or fill out an applica-
tion and submit it to create an account
in order to receive trash pick up ser-
vices. Information and applications were
mailed to residents and are available in

the Village Municipal Offices or online
at www.galenaohio.org under links.
Residents may bring the applications to
the Village offices to be faxed if they
don’t have a fax machine.

Trash and recycling services will cost
$14.88/month and will be $13.88/month
for seniors 62 and older. Recycling bins
are available free upon request and
optional 96-gallon two-wheeled totes are
$3 per month. Services are available at
the same price for non-Village residents.

Waste Management picked up their
containers during their last pick up on
January 30 and Big-O began Friday pick
ups on February 6.

Snow Emergency
Thanks to everyone who voluntarily

move their vehicles during our big snow
storms. This helped Village personnel
immensely in being able to clear your
streets safely and efficiently.

Thanks also to Maintenance Supervi-
sor who worked non-stop during our
Jan. 28 blizzard to clear our streets.

A snow emergency occurs when:
• more than 2” of snow falls within a

24-hour period; and,
• additional snow is expected; or,
• ice accumulates to the point it impairs

safe movement  of traffic.
Vehicles need to be moved from the

following streets in a snow emergency:
Columbus, Front, Middle, Water, West,
Rose, Quinn, Heathermere Drive,
Heathermere Loop, Tristaine Court,
Zoar, Melimare, Caleb’s Court, Nesting
Court, and Hawking Drive, as well as
the Village’s portion of Joe Walker, Vans
Valley, Dustin, and Alexander  roads.

Village Finances
In her January report to Council,

Fiscal Officer Marty Mazzie pointed out
that the sewer fund was $42,500 in the
red at the end of 2008. She recom-
mended at least a three percent increase
in sewer fees which would cost resi-
dents $1.14 per month or $3.43 per
quarter more on their sewer bills. This
would increase income to $152,016 per
year.

Public Service Director Scott Jamison
also recommended a monthly assess-
ment to retire the original purchase debt
on the wastewater treatment plant. He
predicted that, at the current billing
rate, the sewer utility fund could run out
of money in 2010, or sooner if there are
any unexpected equipment failures.
Jamison explained to Council that there
are not sufficient funds in reserve to
deal with large ticket items. The Village
had planned to expand and replace the
existing plant but with the economic
downturn, very few new houses are
being built and therefore no tap fees are
coming in to pay for the construction.
The Village’s Infrastructure Committee
will review the financial and infrastruc-
ture needs.

Mazzie also pointed out that the
Village’s 2-mill property tax levy will
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Village Contacts
VVVVVillagillagillagillagillage Officese Officese Officese Officese Offices 740-965-2484
FAX 740-965-5424
e-mail: galena@embarqmail.com

GalenaClerk@embarqmail.com
web: www.galenaohio.org

In an emerIn an emerIn an emerIn an emerIn an emergggggencyencyencyencyency, dial, dial, dial, dial, dial 911911911911911
BST&G Fire Dept.BST&G Fire Dept.BST&G Fire Dept.BST&G Fire Dept.BST&G Fire Dept. 965-3841
Cable: TCable: TCable: TCable: TCable: Time-Wime-Wime-Wime-Wime-Warnerarnerarnerarnerarner 800-617-4311
Columbia GasColumbia GasColumbia GasColumbia GasColumbia Gas 800-344-4077
Del-Co WDel-Co WDel-Co WDel-Co WDel-Co Wateraterateraterater 548-7746
DoDoDoDoDog Wg Wg Wg Wg Wardenardenardenardenarden 368-1915
Electric: AEPElectric: AEPElectric: AEPElectric: AEPElectric: AEP 800-277-2177
Galena Post OfficeGalena Post OfficeGalena Post OfficeGalena Post OfficeGalena Post Office 965-2371
Health Dept.Health Dept.Health Dept.Health Dept.Health Dept. 740-368-1700

www.delawarehealth.org
Immediate UrImmediate UrImmediate UrImmediate UrImmediate Urgggggent Carent Carent Carent Carent Careeeee, 101D W.
Cherry St., Sunbury,  740-965-8305
Mayor TMayor TMayor TMayor TMayor Tom Hopperom Hopperom Hopperom Hopperom Hopper 965-1024
Phone: EmbarqPhone: EmbarqPhone: EmbarqPhone: EmbarqPhone: Embarq 800-407-5411
RITRITRITRITRITA (income tax)A (income tax)A (income tax)A (income tax)A (income tax) 800-860-7482

web: www.ritaohio.com
Sunbury/Galena PoliceSunbury/Galena PoliceSunbury/Galena PoliceSunbury/Galena PoliceSunbury/Galena Police 965-3946
Sunbury Post OfficSunbury Post OfficSunbury Post OfficSunbury Post OfficSunbury Post Office 965-2471
WWWWWaste Mgt. (trash)aste Mgt. (trash)aste Mgt. (trash)aste Mgt. (trash)aste Mgt. (trash) 800-343-6047
WWWWWastewastewastewastewastewater Plantater Plantater Plantater Plantater Plant 740-602-1234

Lift Station
Emergencies 740-972-8646

WWWWWater Quality Mgtater Quality Mgtater Quality Mgtater Quality Mgtater Quality Mgt. 614-547-0484
(sewer billing)
161 S. Liberty St.,
Powell, OH 43065

expire in November 2009. She ex-
plained that this income has been offset
by the loss of gas tax funds the Village
was receiving. Apparently, Galena was
receiving gas taxes for the entire 43021
zip code area. When the state realized
the mistake, the Village unexpectedly
lost in excess of $20,000 in revenues
over a three-year period. This change
was not communicated to the Village so
it could not be planned for.

The current levy costs residents
$55.23 annually ($4.60 per month) per
$100,000 home real estate value.
Mazzie recommended increasing
revenue by renewing and increasing the
levy. Various levels would be as follows:
• 1 mill = $30.63 per $100,000 home

value would yield $17,945 in revenue;
• 2 mill = $61.26 per $100,000 home

value would yield $35,890 in revenue;
• 3 mill  = $91.89 per $100,000 home

value would yield $53,835 in revenue;
• 4 mill = $122.52 per $100,000 home

value would yield $71,780 in revenue;
and,

• 5 mill =  $153.15 per $100,000 home
value would yield $89,725 in revenue.
For a $100,000 house, all of these

options would be less than $0.50 per
day per household.

Mazzie said another option is to
increase the existing one percent income
tax. An additional ¼ percent income tax
would generate approximately $57,000
in revenues for the Village and a ½
percent increase would bring in ap-
proximately $115,000.

After reviewing all the options,
Mazzie said the Village would need a 3-
mill property tax levy which would cost
residents an additional $36.66 annually
or a ¼ percent income tax increase (to a
total of 1 ¼ percent) just to stay at
revenue levels similar to the beginning
of 2007.

Several cost cutting measures have
already been enacted for 2009 such as
cuts in personnel hours, delaying new
equipment and supply purchases, and
employees did not receive any cost of
living or other salary increases.

If the Village does not renew the
property tax levy this fall, it would be
unable to contract with Sunbury for
police protection services in 2010.
Those services would then be provided
by the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office.
Council held a first reading on extend-
ing the existing police contract, due to
expire in September 2009, through
December 2009. A similar ordinance is
working its way through Sunbury’s
Village Council. The current contract
costs Galena $77,000 per year.

Council decided to refinance the
$312,000 Municipal Building Acquisi-
tion Notes used to purchase the old
Galena United Methodist Church
building and the $350,000 Waste Water
Improvement Notes for the existing
sewer plant.

Web Site Updates
The Village web site has been updated

with the 2009 calendar of events and
committee appointments. New corpora-
tion limit and zoning district maps have
been added. The trash service account
application and zoning application are
now online. A variety of new pictures
around town have been added, too.

Sewer Bills
First quarter sewer bills for the Feb./

March/April quarter are due March 1st.
Residential bills are $114.48. Be sure to
pay on time to avoid penalties and
further action. Mail payments to Water
Quality Management at 161 S. Liberty St.,
Powell, OH 43065. Call them with any

questions at 614-547-0484.
Customers can set up monthly sewer

bill payments at the Delaware County
Bank’s Galena branch. Bring your sewer
bill with you the first time.

Newsletter
If you would prefer to receive the

newsletter via e-mail, just e-mail the
Village with your mailing and e-mail
addresses at galena@embarqmail.com.


